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VIRGINIA WINE TOURISM
A GROWING EXPERIENCE

Lake Anna Winery
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History of Virginia Wine
1609—First wine produced from Native Grapes

1611—Vineyard specialists arrive to establish Winemaking in the colony

1624—20 vines be planted for each male over 20

1769—French Vineyardist Andre Estave appointed as winemaker & 
viticulturist for the colony

1773—Jefferson gave 2,000 acres to Philip Mazzei who believed native 
grapes must be foundation of successful winemaking

1800—Virginians turned to development of hybrids

1914—Virginia voted dry leaving few vineyards in the state

1950—only 15 acres of grapes in Virginia
1960– Virginia grape industry began a revival
1980—Farm Winery Law and the initiation of 

successful programs through Virginia Tech

Now over 120 wineries and 250 vineyards in the 
Commonwealth
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• Over 500,000 Tourists visit wineries each year
• Wine Trails encourage weekend outings
• Other Events and Activities

Wineries and Vineyards Provide Agritourism
Experiences

Activities include Winery Tours where you 
learn how the wine is made
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Winemaker at Work

Cold Stabilization



5

Barrel Fermentation and Storage

Fun Activities and Events
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Everyone wants to be Lucy
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The Wine and Grape Industry is one of the 
Fastest Growing Agricultural Industries in 

Virginia

Tourists love to visit wineries

Conclusion

We’ve Found the End of the 
Rainbow


