Controlling Pollution On Non-Agricultural Lands
By Tim Bondelid

Topics:

The hydrologic Effects of Development
Riparian Buffers
o A Riparian Buffer lost is a buffer lost (almostydwer; it takes a long time
to restore a buffer
o lItis easier to restore buffers on larger comméarid residential
properties than small lots: Example is at The Link
o Small lots generally require a long-term landscgpilan
o Rappahannock County has a development ordinanbeaviitiffer overlay
that requires that buffers be left in place
Ponds
0 Need to develop buffers and a favorable aquatisitéia
o RappFLOW is holding a Pond Workshop (the secortof March 19",
from 7-9 at the Washington Fire hall
Basics for Commercial Properties and HomeowneM/ir“Wins”
o0 Mow High! Set your mower at 3-4 inches; healthieasg and better
retention of rainwater
Leave clippings on the yard
Do you have to have all of that land as a lawn?
Fertilizers and herbicides; use sparingly and aslyeeded
Soil Testing; free kits from the Extension Ager#,t6 have it tested at VA
Tech — what a deal! It will provide guidelines fertilizer applications (a
Nutrient Management Plan)
Low Impact Development Practices
o Goal: restore the “natural balance of the hydrology
o Buffers: Example at The Link
o Rain Gardens: an example is at The Link
o Rain Barrels: Workshops
o Ditches filled with gravel to help rain water saako the soil
Miscellaneous Items
0 Wetlands: they need the runoff that would naturatigur
0 Horses? Are some on non-agricultural lands? Whateldo?
o Distribution of educational materials to new resie Distribute via Real
Estate Agents?
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The Following are some graphics that highlightabeve points:
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Figure 1.2. Runoff Variability with Increased Impervious Surfaces (FISRWG, 1998)

Figure from “Low-Impact Development Hydrologic Analysis”, Prepared by Prince George’s County, Maryland

The Nightmare Scenario:
A “Worst Case”

If your buffer looks like thi:

Picture From the Brochure “Got Buffer?”, Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department



What's Next?

New Pond Owned By Gene Banks — Construction Begun Late Summer 2007

Photo By Bruce Jones

Established Pond Owned By Bruce Jones.



Figure from “Bayscapes Homeowner's Guide” Prepared by the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay



