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VPDES Permit Limits

Assessments

TMDLs

Watershed Plans
303(e), etc.

WaterWater
QualityQuality

StandardsStandards

303(d)
Waters

305 (b) Report

Monitoring
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Aquatic life toxics criteria in water column.Aquatic life toxics criteria in water column.Wildlife UseWildlife Use

Closures or advisories by VDH; comparison of data toClosures or advisories by VDH; comparison of data to
applicable public water supply standards.applicable public water supply standards.

Public Water Supply UsePublic Water Supply Use

Conventional Pollutants (Bacteria Conventional Pollutants (Bacteria -- fecal fecal coliformcoliform [being phased [being phased 
out], E. Coli [fresh water] and/or out], E. Coli [fresh water] and/or enterococcienterococci [saltwater]); [saltwater]); 
beach advisories/closures issued by beach advisories/closures issued by VDH.VDH.

Swimming UseSwimming Use

VDH Div. of Shellfish Sanitation restrict harvesting and VDH Div. of Shellfish Sanitation restrict harvesting and 
marketing of shellfish.marketing of shellfish.

Shellfish Consumption Shellfish Consumption 
UseUse

Advisories, limiting consumption or restrictions, issued byAdvisories, limiting consumption or restrictions, issued by
Virginia Department of Health (VDH). Virginia Department of Health (VDH). 

Fish Consumption UseFish Consumption Use

Conventional Pollutants (Dissolved Oxygen, pH, Temp.); Conventional Pollutants (Dissolved Oxygen, pH, Temp.); 
Toxic contaminants in water column; Toxic contaminants in water column; 
Nutrient enrichment criteria; Nutrient enrichment criteria; 
Biological evaluation using General Criteria.Biological evaluation using General Criteria.

Aquatic Life UseAquatic Life Use

SUPPORT OF USE DEMONSTRATED BYSUPPORT OF USE DEMONSTRATED BYDESIGNATED USEDESIGNATED USE
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1 River/stream miles assessed increased to a  record  31%
2 Lakes no longer monitored for DO on the bottom



4

Impaired Area Identified Per Impaired Area Identified Per 
Assessment Cycle by Waterbody TypeAssessment Cycle by Waterbody Type
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1 Area included lakes shared by Virginia and North Carolina. 25,724 acres determined to be in 
North Carolina and removed from Virginia’s 2004 total impaired acreage.
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River ImpairmentsRiver Impairments
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20082008
Lake Lake ImpairmentsImpairments
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Estuarine Estuarine ImpairmentsImpairments
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Major Causes and Sources of Major Causes and Sources of 
ImpairmentsImpairments
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Delisting of WatersDelisting of Waters
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Total Maximum Daily LoadsTotal Maximum Daily Loads
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TMDL ProcessTMDL Process
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Chesapeake BayChesapeake Bay

• 87% of Bay and 
tributaries  impaired 
for at least one 
cause.

• A few areas meet    
dissolved oxygen 
and benthic    
community goals, 
but fail    
SAV/clarity criteria.

Chesapeake Bay TMDLChesapeake Bay TMDL

•• Need for TMDLNeed for TMDL
•• Based on States 303d listings Based on States 303d listings 
•• MayMay-- JuneJune

•• Key messagesKey messages
•• Bay will not achieve WQS by Bay will not achieve WQS by 

2010 2010 
•• TMDL is opportunity to TMDL is opportunity to 

assess progress and make assess progress and make 
adjustments in adjustments in 
implementationimplementation

•• PrePre--planningplanning
•• Guiding principles, Guiding principles, 
•• decision rules, decision rules, 
•• scope issues, and scope issues, and 
•• scheduleschedule
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Guiding PrinciplesGuiding Principles
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Decision RulesDecision Rules
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Scope IssuesScope Issues

Recent Agreement Among States Recent Agreement Among States 
and EPAand EPA

• Complete Bay TMDL by end of 2010

• Watershed Approach:
• Tidal waters states [VA, MD, DE, and DC] will sub-allocate to WLAs

and LAs.
• Watershed states [PA, NY, WVA] can sub-allocate if they want
• For a watershed state that accepts a boundary allocation in the TMDL, it 

must demonstrate that per state law and applicable CWA provisions, 
they will meet prescribed nutrient-reduction goals. Also, the state will 
submit to the review of any "independent evaluator" commissioned by 
CBP

• Bay TMDL will incorporate "reasonable assurance" to ensure 
non-point source reductions identified in the TMDL are fully 
implemented

• Approach outlined above will be presented to the Chesapeake 
Executive Council at its next meeting
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