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“An interconnected network of a wide range of landscape
elements that

support native species,
maintain natural ecological processes,
sustain air and water resources, and
contribute to the health and quality of life for communities
and people.”
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Creating a Green Infrastructure Plan

1) Asset or Inventory Mapping (what are the existing ecological,
cultural and economic assets)

2) Prioritize Assets and Overlay Local Priorities

3) Opportunities and Risk Assessment (what kind of community
do we want? what projects, programs, policies to ensure
assets conserved?)

4) Policy Implementation (adoption of asset maps, strategy
maps, integrate into comprehensive plans, park plans etc.)
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GIC Project Highlights

Madison County, VA
Goal: Develop inventory of resources
Outcome: Capacity Building — GIS effective tool for planning

New Kent County, VA
Goal: Identify high priority resources for Comp Plan update
Outcome: Series of maps & opportunities to inform Comp Plan

Richmond Region, VA
Goal: Help localities work together to plan at a regional scale
Outcome: Tools that allow locality leaders to identify priorities
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Virginia Natural Landscape Assessment Model

source data supplied by the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Division of Natural Heritage

Statewide Significance Local Significance

L
Forest Assets for
Madison County

Which forests are
intact?

Which forests most
critical for wildlife,
timber, both?

This may affect
management
recommendations on
what belongs in asset
map.




Which forests “intact” now and future?

Small parcels fragment forest into Large parcels create contiguous
many owners forest blocks

We use local parcel data to determine current and future intactness.

Timber Asset = Contiguous Large Forested Parcels (>20 acres). A wildlife asset = > 100 acres

A
Forest and Ag Assets Result
Where are largest forest

blocks and best agricultural
soils (class | and 11)?

Forested ridges to
conserve wildlife, steep
slopes and views

Valley woods 500
acres viable for timber
and wildlife

Ag soils for farming




Risk Example:

Where are streams
impaired?

Where are drinking
water intakes?

What is the percentage
of forest in the
watershed?

How well are streams
protected (e.g. riparian
buffers etc.)?

A
Opportunities Example:
Agri-tourism

Destinations
Historic Sites
Crafts
Wineries
Farm Goods
Local Products
Historic Churches
QOutdoor recreation

Regional Routes
Journey Through Hallowed Ground
Civil War Trails
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GIC Inc.
921 Second St. SE
Charlottesville, VA

22902

434-975-6700, #222
info@gicinc.org

www.gicinc.org




